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Please open your Bibles to John 12. Before we get into this text, a little
history lesson. Do you know who this is... Benjamin Franklin. One of
the most amazing Americans ever! He helped draft the declaration of
Independence, he signed it, he helped shape the constitution, he
helped negotiate the end of the revolutionary war, he was the first
postmaster, he invented bifocals- thank you!, he invented the lightning
rod, helped found the first hospital and fire department in Philadelphia
and the first library in the United States. And he was a publisher of
many books and the Pennsylvania Gazette newspaper. My grandfather
was named after him, Benjamin Franklin Myers.

I’'m a big fan!

Next, who is this... George Whitefield. Doesn’t ring a bell? An
English Anglican pastor and primary person along with Pastor
Jonathan Edwards associated with the First Great Awakening in
the Americas in the mid-1700s. An amazing preacher and
evangelist. Thousands of people came to faith in Christ
through his preaching, and any idea that our nation was
founded on Biblical values came from this awakening. So...
what’s the connection. George Whitefield’s close friend was
Benjamin Franklin. But amazingly, Benjamin Franklin never professed a saving faith in Jesus
Christ. That’s like saying Billy Graham’s best friend never became a Christian! What!

Benjamin Franklin published 45 of Whitefield’s sermons in his newspaper, 8 times they filled the
front page. When another newspaper criticized Whitefield, Franklin wrote a rebuttal defending
him.

They corresponded by letters for over 31 years before Whitefield died in 1770. But Franklin
never responded in faith. Benjamin Franklin wrote this about Whitefield, “He used to
sometimes pray for my conversion, but never had the satisfaction of believing that his prayers
were heard.”

How does this happen? What did Whitefield do wrong???? Nothing. This is the reality of
unbelief. It didn’t just happen to Whitefield, it happened to Jesus. People reject God in spite of
all the evidence, in spite of all our efforts to help them find their way back to God. Big Idea:
When sharing the gospel, don’t take rejection personally.

No one likes to be rejected. We love ministries that seem to have a massive response to the
Gospel, they must be doing something right! We question ministries that don’t seem to bear
much fruit, even when they are faithful. We love success!




But if we don’t understand the reality of unbelief in our world... it is very easy to get
discouraged and take it personally when people don’t respond in faith.
John in his gospel has something to say about that today. And | think it is something very
helpful for us who believe and who want to play our part in God’s plan. It’s not about you. We
should be as clear and effective and as bold as we can in sharing the gospel. No excuse for
unfaithfulness! But even when we are faithful, many people will reject the good news. That’s
reality, and John tells us as much in our text.
Pray.
The end of 12:36 says this... “When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself
from them.”
He had raised Lazarus from the dead, the Jewish leaders were now determined to kill him, the
people of Jerusalem just welcomed him in a triumphal procession as their king as he rode into
the city on a donkey. And when some Greek converts, Gentiles came and asked to see Jesus, he
says, “My hour has now come,” v23, time for the Son of Man to be glorified.
This is the end of Jesus’ Come & See phase of public ministry, now he hides himself and
prepares his disciples for what comes next. John, who wrote this, ends this chapter with a
summary of this public phase of ministry. And here’s what we need to come to grips with...
When we faithfully present the Gospel...
1. Some will refuse to believe in Jesus. John 12:36-41,46-48
We would like to think that when people reject the gospel, it must be because of some kind of
misunderstanding. “If only | could make it clearer. If only | could convince them. Let’s just keep
pouring on the facts, the evidence, the arguments that prove the gospel!” Don’t get me wrong,
we should keep trying!
But here is the reality...
Even with all the evidence... Some people... Many people...
a. They will not believe. 12:37-38. Read.
This unbelief is not a result of a lack of information. This is a conscious rejection of God and his
Word. John basically states, this is not a surprise, in fact he quotes Isaiah 53:1, one of the
clearest messianic texts in the Old Testament, John 12:38, stating the reality that many people
will not believe, even people who God has revealed himself and his truth to, they have seen the
arm of the Lord and still not believed. Jesus told his disciples as much when he sent them out
earlier to proclaim the good news and warned them that some will refuse to believe or even
listen
Mark 6:11

“And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off

the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.”

It’s not personal, just move on, you have done your part. You were a faithful witness. Some
people will never believe in spite of all the evidence. One of our daughter’s friends in High
School was not a believer. Our daughter shared the gospel many times and showed the gospel
by her life and her love, but finally one day, this friend told her, even God appeared right in front
of me, | would not believe in him. Wow!
Jesus did appear right in front of these people and worked many miracles, and they still did not
believe in him. That should encourage us. When people refuse to believe it doesn’t mean we




have failed somehow. Jesus didn’t fail. So, it’s still hard for us when they refuse, but don’t take
it personally.
And when this refusal to believe persists over time, it can result in some devastating
consequences for them. Persistent unbelief in the face of clear evidence can lead to this...
b. They cannot believe. 12:39-41. Read.
John is quoting from Isaiah 6 when Isaiah had a vision of the Lord seated on his throne. Who
did Isaiah actually see? It was Jesus, that’s what John is telling us here in 12:41. Isaiah saw
Jesus in all his glory and here’s what he said...
Isaiah 6:8-10
“And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?” Then |
said, “Here | am! Send me.” ° And he said, “Go, and say to this people: “’Keep on hearing, but do
not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.” 1° Make the heart of this people dull, and
their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”
It sounds strange, but what it actually is, is a warning. Isaiah was to preach this warning.
Basically saying, if you keep hearing but don't listen, if you keep seeing, but don’t believe... here
is what will happen. Your heart will grow hard to the point where you cannot believe. You will
never repent, you will never turn to God. God does not want this for anyone...
2 Peter 3:9-10
“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
10 Byt the day of the Lord will come like a thief...”
God does not want anyone to suffer his wrath because he loves everyone. But he loves us
enough to let us choose not to love him. He doesn’t make us love him, he doesn’t make us
believe. He loves us enough to let us have what we want, even if it is rejecting him, refusing to
believe. And when that happens, when we persist in that unbelief in spite of all the evidence.
He lets us go, like the shaking the dust off the disciple’s feet. Romans 1 describes in detail what
happens when people who have no excuse, plenty of evidence refuse to believe. God gives
them over to their sin, he basically lets us have our way and the result is spiritual blindness and
a hard heart. It is a massive warning. But here is the reality as well. God knows everything, and
he knows who will believe and he knows who will never believe... no matter how much
evidence there is, so in some ways that is why John is able to say... they could not believe.
They chose not to believe, they refused to believe and it led to, they could not believe. But
there are consequences, when people do this in spite of all the evidence...
c. They reject God’s gift. 12:47-48. Skip a little ahead Read.
Jesus already told us this in...
John 3:16-17
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life.
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”
God is reaching out to everyone in love with this gift of salvation, of forgiveness, of eternal life.
But he will not make us take the gift. We have to receive his word and his love and his gift.
When people reject the gift of God in spite of evidence...



d. They condemn themselves. 12:48. Read.
Again, going back and continuing what Jesus said in
John 3:18-19
“ 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness
rather than the light because their works were evil.”
The reality of unbelief is devastating. | don’t like it. | don’t expect you to like it! We are not
here to simply hear things we like. We are here to hear from God. We are here to get a reality
check. We are here to align our lives with God’s truth and his plan. We don’t know who will
believe or who will not believe, so we need to play our part and faithfully present the gospel to
everyone.
If we don’t understand these realities of unbelief, we may take rejection personally and we may
quit presenting the gospel. That would be a mistake. In fact, that kind of insecurity is what leads
some people to next problem...
When we faithfully present the gospel...
2. Some will not confess Jesus. John 12:42-43
This is an important part of saving faith. Our lips show what is in our hearts. Romans 10:9-10
“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. 1° For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified,
and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”
If you are not willing to confess your faith publicly, it is a sign that you do not have saving faith.
The reality is that some people have no intellectual objections to the gospel, the evidence is
compelling, but there’s a heart problem, and the failure to publicly identify with Jesus reveals it.
This kind of unbelief is rooted in...
a. The fear of man. 12:42. Read.
Wow, what an indictment of cowardice, of moral weakness, really of a lack of faith. There was
good reason to believe they would be put out of the synagogue if the confessed faith in Jesus.
The rulers had kicked the blind man who was healed out of the synagogue for doing that in John
9. Does it really matter if we publicly confess our faith? Can’t | just trust him in my heart? Why
do | have to go public? Jesus tells us in...
Mark 8:38
“For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”
The confessing Jesus publicly is not what saves you, but a failure to confess him publicly shows
you don’t have faith. And really it comes down to the next thing this unbelief is rooted in...
b. The love of man’s approval. 12:43. Read.
That’s pretty clear. For some people it comes down to this... | love something more than God.
“Sure | love God, sure | believe in Jesus. But only if it doesn’t cost me the other things | love.”
I want to have both! | want the world’s approval and God'’s approval!” Hello... They approve
different things. Which one do you love more? Be careful. The glory that comes from man is
shifting sand, one moment you have it the next you don’t, the satisfaction is fleeting and a
chasing after the wind.



The glory of God is the only thing that will ultimately satisfy our souls. And so we keep telling
people that, we keep sharing the good news even when some people refuse to believe, others
refuse to confess, they rejection is hard, we need to not take it personally, this is the reality of
unbelief.
But we keep going, because...
When we faithfully present the gospel...
3. Some will believe in Jesus. John 12:44-45,49-50
Some will believe. This room is filled with some of those, praise God! But we are here because
someone faithfully presented the gospel, maybe dozens of times. Can you think of the names
of the people who did that for you? Thank God for them! I’'m so thankful for my mom, for
Sunday school teachers over the years, I'm so thankful for two fraternity brothers who were
faithful heralds of the gospel to me. It took me a while but at 20 years old, | finally believed, |
confessed my faith in Jesus, | was saved. We are evidence this is true, some will believe! And
Jesus reveals somethings about saving faith here.
Saving faith in Jesus...
a. Is faith in God. 12:44. Read.
Have any of you ever heard someone say, “There are many roads to God?” Very common, but
very uninformed! No, there is just one road... Jesus.
Acts 4:12. Talking about Jesus...
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.”
John 14:6. Doubting Thomas asks Jesus how to get to God...
“Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”
There is no getting around Jesus. This is why we cannot be ashamed of him, we cannot be
afraid to confess his name, we must point people to Jesus, not simply to “God.” But when we
point people to Jesus, we are pointing them to God. Jesus says
Saving faith in him...
b. Is seeing God. 12:45. Read.
It is hard to understand the doctrine of the Trinity, that God is three persons but one being.
There is only one God, not three Gods. My brain is melting when | try to understand this. We
are not the only ones, the disciples struggled too. After Jesus told Thomas he is the way truth
and life. Phillip asked this...
John 14:8-11
“Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” ° Jesus said to him, “Have
I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 1° Do you not believe that | am in the Father and
the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.”
Jesus is imploring them to believe this! These are his closest followers and they struggle to
really get it. So, give yourself a little grace, saving faith is faith! Mind blowing stuff. But
understand this, when you hear the words of Jesus, when you read your Bible, you can know it
is...



c. Is hearing God. 12:49-50. Read.

This is how God in his wisdom has chosen to work in our world. He sent his son, Jesus, to save

us. We must believe him if we are to be saved...

John 5:24

“Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life.
He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.”

This invitation is open to everyone, whoever believes. And we know that some will. So let’s

keep sharing the good news, lets keep presenting the gospel faithfully, lets not take it personally

when people reject the invitation, but lets keep going because we know that some people (just

like we did), they will believe and will be saved. Amen!?

Pray



